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OPENERS

Possibilities Evolve
by Cy Dillon and Lyn C. A. Gardner

A

s I write this column to
introduce a special issue
on electronic collections and digital developments in
the library world, Hampton Public
Library is avidly following the developments in e-book lending for
public libraries. We’re both anxious and excited by the rapid-fire
changes in the way these resources
will be served and whether, in
some cases, they’ll be available (or
affordable) at all. Between the recession and technological changes
in the way many people read and
absorb both entertainment and
information, it seems at times as
though what’s at stake is not just
the e-book format — and the circulation we hope will accompany
it — but the survival of the print
medium itself, with traditional
publishing and the corner bookstore both struggling with increasing desperation. And as ever more
journals and professional communications go digital — and some
university libraries abolish their
physical reference collections — is
the demise of print finally near at
hand? As a passionate reader, librarian, and creative writer, I hope
this is not the case. I hope instead
that the shifting digital landscape
will reawaken everyone’s love for
the book. That more and more
people will seek out the library as
a desired one-stop destination for
relaxation, discovery, or study, the
way I do in each new city I visit.
That in our changing economy
and culture, one constant will remain the availability of information and entertainment for the

good of constituent populations,
with libraries uniquely designed
to serve each populace. In the best
of all worlds, the new possibilities
offered by technology should be
a creative enhancement, complementing rather than threatening
the way we do business.
I remember being tickled on
a recent flight when I was seated
next to a fellow reader. I held a yellowed science fiction paperback,

… my companion was
forced to switch off his
electronic device and
resort to a snooze ….
supplemented by my trusty spiral
notebook for scribbling my ideas;
my neighbor had an e-reader that,
when closed, displayed the portrait
of William Faulkner. Here we were,
two readers at two ends of the technological spectrum, both enjoying
the pleasures of the written word. I
was delighted. Yet when the plane
took off, my companion was forced
to switch off his electronic device
and resort to a snooze, while I kept
reading. There are certainly many
places where I’d personally find it
more comfortable to hold a physical book than an e-reader — in bed
or in the bath, walking in the sun,
stopped in traffic, or stealing stray
moments to read just a paragraph
at a time. But during Hurricane
Irene, while far from home and

fearing the worst, I wished I had
digital backups of all my photographs and papers — and that I had
taken the time to type or scan my
copious handwritten drafts. And
with all my recent traveling, a
single device to hold all my books
would be a godsend.
As Sam Byrd reminds us in his
article on the digitization of historical documents, the possibilities
for presenting information available to librarians are constantly
changing, and new environments — physical or online — present both new challenges and new
opportunities to serve our communities. The contents of this issue
should convince our readers that
Virginia is rich in libraries and library staff who are focused on the
positive potential of this inevitable
evolution.
It is nothing short of inspiring to learn how libraries have
addressed projects ranging from
using social media to best advantage to digitizing and organizing
collections of important historical documents of many kinds to
managing electronic collections
to using open-source software and
other free online tools to overcoming budget limitations to provide
downloadable e-books for public library patrons. The combination of
dedication, optimism, and creativity readers will discover in these
pages is particularly commendable
when the economy is still recovering and government as well as private funding is still limited by the
effects of the worst downturn since
the Great Depression.
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The variety of community and
institutional needs addressed by
the projects our writers describe is
an indication that the expectations
society has for libraries continue
to increase in intensity and scope
as our users take advantage of the
information sources we provide.
That is, the better we are, the better we have to become. The words
and syntax are simple, but they are
not meant to be comforting. Dedication, optimism, and creativity
all require the kind of effort that
comes only with a commitment
to serve and the faith that service
matters. We hope these examples
of success will help you muster
that faith as you respond to the
needs of your community.
VLA President Connie Gilman
also addresses possibilities in her
first President’s Column. The Strategic Plan that she includes in her
article is a challenging set of objectives for our association and for
us as individual members. Just as
the information environment has
evolved, the challenges facing us
as the voice of libraries in Virginia
have become ever more numerous
and difficult. Knowing what we
want to accomplish and the steps
required for those accomplishments is essential. With the plan
in place, it is time, as Connie says,
to “roll up our sleeves and make
our strategic goals a reality.”
It is difficult to say goodbye.
I have loved every aspect of this
work. I will miss working with our
writers and having this chance to
share ideas with colleagues. I’m
shy by nature and in addition to
everything else, Virginia Libraries
provided a wonderful opening for
conversation and correspondence.
Most of all, I will miss this chance
to contribute to VLA in the best
way I know how, using skills it has
been a pleasure to exercise on your
behalf. Thank you for giving me
this chance, and best wishes to all
of you as we make our way into the
future. VL
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Guidelines for Submissions to Virginia Libraries
1. 	Virginia Libraries seeks to publish articles and reviews of interest to the library community in Virginia. Articles and interviews reporting research,
library programs and events, information of particular interest to libraries in Virginia, and opinion pieces are all considered for publication.
Queries are encouraged. Brief announcements and press releases should
be distributed via the VLA listservs and blog (www.vla.org).
2. 	Please submit manuscripts via email as attachments in Microsoft Word,
rich text, or plain text format. Articles should be double-spaced with any
bibliographic notes occurring at the end of the article. Please avoid using
the automatic note creation function provided by some word processing
programs.
3. 	Work published in Virginia Libraries conforms to the latest edition of the
Chicago Manual of Style and Webster’s Third New International Dictionary,
Unabridged. Accepted pieces are subject to editing for style and clarity.
Authors will be consulted on points of fact.
4. 	Articles should generally fall within the range of 750–3,000 words. Please
query the editors before submitting any work of greater length.
5. 	Reviews should consider works produced by Virginia creators or concerning Virginia subjects that have been published within the last two years.
The reviewed works can appeal to any age or audience or appear in any
format or area of the arts, sciences, and humanities. Reviews generally
fall within the range of 500–1,500 words and must include a bibliographic citation in Chicago style and an evaluative statement supported
by evidence from the text. Please query the editors before writing or submitting a review.
6. 	A ll work submitted for consideration will be reviewed by the editors and
may be refereed by the editorial board. Material not selected for publication will be returned within three months.
7. 	VLA holds the copyright on all material published in Virginia Libraries.
Contributors receive one copy of the issue in which their work appears.
8. 	Illustrations are encouraged and should be submitted whenever appropriate to accompany a manuscript. Hard-copy illustrations will be returned
if requested in advance. Digital images should have a resolution of at least
300 dpi. Authors are responsible for securing legal permission to publish
photographs and other illustrations.
9. 	Each contributor should provide a brief sketch of professional accomplishments of no more than fifty words that includes current title, affiliation, and email address. Unless specified otherwise, this information will
be shared with readers of Virginia Libraries. Physical addresses should also
be provided for the mailing of contributors’ copies.
10. 	Email manuscripts and queries to both Beth DeFrancis Sun, defrancb@
georgetown.edu, and John Connolly, jpconnolly@crimson.ua.edu. Please
be sure to include both editors.
11.		 Virginia Libraries is published quarterly. The deadlines for submission
are November 1 for Number 1, January/February/March; February 1 for
Number 2, April/May/June; May 1 for Number 3, July/August/September;
and August 1 for Number 4, October/November/December. VL

